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"“A great song, a powerful story."
— Jim DeRogatis
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TIMOTHY BAILEY & THE HUMANS UNPACK TRAUMA ON “WEIRD ANIMAL"

"Deeply moving and utterly gripping”

The level of attention and detail on the new Timothy Bailey & The Humans album is truly
stunning. Each little production touch and musical flourish help the vulnerable songs
extend far past their tender composition, and it’s what makes their new self-titled record a
musical marvel. That careful, meticulous artistic vision extends past the music as well, as
the band has shown on their latest music video for the album’s true standout song, “Weird
Animal.”

Directed by Rachel Kleinman, the video evokes the longing distress of classic cinema, with
scenes that evoke imagery of film noir mysteries and New Hollywood explorations.
Alongside Liza Kate, Bailey explores the central query posed by the song throughout which
becomes more strained and distressed as the song plays out. “Am | a weird animal? / Can
you show me what I’'m for?” he asks in the opening moment while brass notes sputter over
an emotive backdrop of poignant tones. Bailey’s delivery here is enough to pull you in, but
the clever video elevates the proceedings making this song really ring deep in our
subconscious.

Like the rest of the record, “Weird Animal” finds Timothy Bailey working through his past
trauma and abuse with music. “Making pain into compelling art is important work,” Bailey
remarked in a press release for the video. “When it’s done well, as it is here, it has the power
to connect rather than repel.” Bailey himself had much more to say about the context and
genesis of “Weird Animal,” but instead of splicing it up into neat little snippets, we invite
you to read the full thing on his website so you can fully understand the context behind this
affecting song (link here).

“Weird Animal” is the third single from the group’s new self-titled record, after “Great Man
Singing” this past September (link) and “Ellington Bridge” in May (link). Each fascinating in
their own right, this latest single may be the most stark taste of what’s really housed within
the ten track record that is deeply moving and utterly gripping.

You can watch the video for “Weird Animal” below and we strongly recommend you listen
to the new self-titled record by Timothy Bailey & The Humans. Stream it on Bandcamp and
while you’re there, maybe pre-order a snazzy vinyl copy to add to your collection (link
here).


https://www.timothybaileyandthehumans.com/blog/weirdanimal
http://www.theauricular.com/news/timothy-bailey-the-humans-eviscerate-the-celebrity-on-great-man-singing/
https://timothybaileyandthehumans.bandcamp.com/track/ellington-bridge-2
https://timothybaileyandthehumans.bandcamp.com/album/timothy-bailey-the-humans

"Manages to draw from artists as diverse as Leonard

Cohen, Chet Baker, and the Tindersticks"




"An impressive piece of social and cultural commentary"

"Dazzlying lyricism and impressive musicianship"”




The music is brilliant here, tempering the lyrical condemnation with a yearning sound that
paints the song with golden age optimism that’s since been shattered by reality. It’s the best
type of musical commentary — one that plays out the scene an apologist makes in his mind
over and over again, no matter how preposterous it truly is.

“Great Man Singing” is the second single from the upcoming self-titled record after the lofty
song “Ellington Bridge” was released earlier this year. It’s the first taste of recorded music
from the band since their five-song EP on Cherub Records back in 2006 and expounds upon
the band’s dazzling lyricism and impressive musicianship. For more on the band’s genesis
and recording process, make sure to check out their Style Weekly profile from this past May,
penned by Auricular friend and contributor Davy Jones. (Link here.)

Watch the video for “Great Man Singing” below and make sure to pre-order a copy of
Timothy Bailey & The Humans in both digital and physical formats over at their Bandcamp
page. (Link here.)
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A Credible Messenger

Timothy Bailey’s pathway toward hope and his first LP leading his band, The Humans.

BY DAVY JONES

click to enlarge

“It can sound like a cliché to say that creativity or art or writing or music can save your life, but in Tim’s case, | think it’s
literal to the last degree.”

Author and teacher Valley Haggard doesn’t typically speak publicly about her students’ work. Her Life in 10 Minutes
workshops are designed to help writers of all experience levels and ambitions dive deep into their creative consciousness,

emphasizing writing by hand, sharing aloud and intentional listening. It’s a sacred space. In fact, a disclaimer is in order:

“Tim encouraged me to be very candid about my experience with his mental health and his writing,” Haggard says, “and
normally | would not ever speak directly about a student or friend in this way.”

It’s not the only way Timothy Bailey, leader of Richmond-based rock group Timothy Bailey & The Humans, stands out to

Haggard. Early in his time with Life in 10 Minutes, Haggard could tell something special was happening.

“At one point | remember thinking, ‘I feel like | have one of the greats — a great literary mind — in my classroom,’” she says.
“He has an incredible range of skill in writing, with an endless depth of material to draw from.”

Prior to the mid-2010s, when Bailey began participating in Haggard’s workshops, he was struggling to bring the deepest-
seated material, which includes early and prolonged child abuse, to the surface. He first formed The Humans in 2006, and
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Past Imperfect

Our jazz critic ponders the musical year that was 2022.
BY PETER MCELHINNEY






Now Playing — RVA (Local Stuff)

TIMOTHY BAILEY & THE HUMANS




I normally write up a handful of releases for Bandcamp Friday, and I’ve
listed a bunch of stuff I’'m excited about below, but this time around, I want
to shine an especially bright light on a single song: “Ellington Bridge,” the
first single from the upcoming eponymous album by Richmond-based rock
group Timothy Bailey & The Humans.

On Tuesday, a Style Weekly article went live that I’d been working on for
more than five months — a deep-dive into the journey that led to the
creation of Timothy Bailey & The Humans, and into the creative community
that has rallied around Bailey. (The album was recorded at Spacebomb
Studios with his band, a killer lineup of session players performing Bailey’s
own arrangements, and production help from Creative Capital grantee Bob
Massey and Chad Clark of Beauty Pill.) I feel fortunate to have had a window
into such a remarkable creative achievement — music that’s as bold and
beautiful as any I’ve heard, and that communicates a type of hope that will
both break your heart and mend it back together stronger than it was
before.

Bob Massey may have said it best:

“The culture values prodigies but discounts late-bloomers,” he says.
“But I think the late-bloomer often has a lot more to offer than the
prodigy. In this case, it’s an entire lifetime of experience, wisdom,
skills and musicality, and it’s music for grown-ups. It’s music for
people who have suffered and who have loved and who have come
through the other side, or maybe are still not there yet.”

































